


Cloning humans?

Although claims to date 
reporting the growth of 
cloned human embryos 
into fetal stages or 
beyond have not been 
substantiated, many 
predict that the birth of a 
human clone is inevitable. 
The attempted production 
of cloned human persons 
raises many ethical, 
moral, legal, social and 
cultural concerns
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Cloning, an emotive and divisive 

issue among UN negotiators
üApparent unanimity on the need 

to ban reproductive cloning

üBut efforts to develop an 
international convention/treaty 
stalled due to severe divisions 
over the issue of 
research/therapeutic cloning

ü Issue rests on whether 
researchers should be allowed 
to use cloning techniques to 
produce embryos to serve as a 
source of stem cells for potential 
therapeutic purposes



Ethical arguments for cloning

¸ There is an obligation to 
advance science

¸ People right to dignity 
entitles them to relief from 
degrading diseases

¸ Childless couples have a 
right to be parents

¸ Arguments against 
reproductive cloning are 
discriminatory

¸ There is no basis in 
bioethics for a full ban in 
particular when technology 
advances



Ethical objections to cloning
¸ Science is not sufficiently 

advanced

¸ Should not usurp Godôs 

role in reproduction

¸ Slippery slope to eugenics

¸ Start of the human body 

shop ïbody parts for the 

rich

¸ Unjustified use of 

resources for the few when 

the world needs to address 

poverty issues.



PRESENT SITUATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

GOVERNANCE OF HUMAN

CLONING

ü At the international level, two United Nations declarations and a World Health Organization 
resolution are the present instruments of governance of human cloning.

ü The Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights, adopted on 11 November 
1997 by the General Conference of UNESCO and endorsed by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations by its resolution 53/152 of 9 December 1998, is the first international instrument 
which prohibits human reproductive cloning.

ü Indeed, Article 11 of the Declaration states that:

ñPractices which are contrary to human dignity, such as reproductive cloning of human beings, 
shall not be permitted. States and competent international organizations are invited to co-operate 
in identifying such practices and in taking, at national or international level, the measures 
necessary to ensure that the principles set out in this Declaration are respected.


