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Students for a Nuclear Weapons-Free World:

Progress Report, January ‘08
Official Sponsors:

The World Academy of Art and Science and The Simons Foundation.

Official Partners:

Avaaz, Australian Youth Delegation to the UN, Campaign for a Nuclear Weapons Free World, CyberSchoolBus, Global Action to Prevent War, Global Security Institute, Global Youth Centre-Hawaii,  Human Security Group, International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, International Peace Bureau, IKV Pax Christi, Kids for the Future, International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, Middle Powers Initiative, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, Parliamentary Network for Nuclear Disarmament, Peace and Security Initiative, The Peace Foundation-Aotearoa, Pugwash, Think Outside the Bomb, United Nations University.
The UN Dimension.

We have been exploring the possibilities of coordination with the DPI’s Global Teaching and Learning Project; in particular, how to advertise the project through online video conferencing using cyberschoolbus.un.org.

United Nations University has become a partner and will open up their large network of universities around the world, as well as participating in the Geneva conference this summer.
UNSG Ban Ki-moon, in his opening address to the 2008 Conference on Disarmament, stated that: “The United Nations must lead efforts to improve the global security climate” and expressed his frustration with the lack of progress on disarmament questions.
The 15 January Wall Street Journal article, ‘Toward a Nuclear-Free World’ by Shultz, Perry, Kissinger and Nunn, highlighted the ‘interest, momentum and growing political space’ given to disarmament issues, and emphasized the need for broader dialogue.

USG of DPI, Mr Akasaka, told us today that disarmament will be given high priority in 2009 – the year before the NPT Review Conference.
Dissemination.

With students around the world returning to class after a holiday break, and the deadline for the competition drawing nearer (15th April), emphasis is now being placed on getting as many students and young people around the world involved. We are encouraging UNAs and WFUNA-Youth to publicize the initiative to local schools, universities and educational institutions. Letters and information packages are being sent to International Relations and Political Studies departments in universities in an effort to cast as wide a net as possible. 

Many of our partners have been very helpful so far in disseminating information, but we can always use more help. Please mention the initiative to local high schools or universities, or youth groups and organizations within your networks, and refer them to www.disarmamenthub.org for more information. Please feel free to distribute our brochure. The more young people we get involved in calls for a world free of nuclear weapons, the better!
National Model UN (NMUN).

The annual National Model UN will be taking place in New York this coming March. This event attracts several thousand tertiary and post-graduate students from the US and around the world. WFUNA is planning to lead a panel discussion on nuclear disarmament at this conference, which will directly engage students in the discussion topic: What do you think can lead governments to stay away from, or do away with, nuclear weapons?
Many Thanks.

So, once again, may I offer my sincere thanks for your support, and, in the effort of achieving a successful start to 2008, I will reaffirm that any extra efforts you can make to spread the word on the initiative and any suggestions on how to increase our outreach, will be much appreciated!
Marcus Wilson 

Disarmament Coordinator, WFUNA
