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Abstract

The certainty - uncertainty binomial expressed across history the contradictory human nature and its struggles. Totalitarian systems have exaggerated the value of certainty. Dictators have gained power by promising safety and have remained in power in the name of law and order, while revolutions broke out where immobility became unbearable for the human need for change. Although uncertainty may prove difficult to eliminate or to rule, it should not be demonized. The best option would be to manage it in an acceptable manner, but for doing this one must first understand it.

In terms of both science and art, uncertainty can get a double valence: it is either a catalyst for scientific research and artistic performance or a real danger in promoting authentic values. The difficulty of separating these two perspectives is the great challenge for the contemporary society.

The essential difference between political systems is given by the way they manage uncertainty. Do these systems acknowledge uncertainty and try to find solutions through dialogue? Or they try to eliminate uncertainty through the dictate of religions or ideologies?

Democratic culture does not deny uncertainty. It helps us ask questions and use dialogue to support human progress. Democratic institutions are founded on the idea that there is no absolute truth and no single answer to every problem.
The management of uncertainty is fundamentally related to the essence of life in an open society. Unlike totalitarian regimes that demonize it, democracy can turn uncertainty into progress. This progress is defined by the human aspiration to freedom, solidarity, respect and tolerance. Only dialogue, and not force, could help us manage uncertainty. Faced with uncertainty, risk would be reduced by diversity rather than by uniformity. Calls for ethnic or religious purity are creating major risks, rather than reducing them. The restauration of a relative balance between uncertainty and certainty can only come from open education based on fundamental human values.
