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Panopticon
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Panopticon and new technologies

• Panopticon represents the method of teaching 
and monopoly over knowledge and sources of 
knowledge

• This is has been, with the help of new 
technologies available to educators, replaced 
by

• Digital Technologies , Internet, Open Access 
Repositories and the birth of the New 
Pedagogy and Didactics 
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Panopticon and new 
technologies
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Learner Autonomy

• In the context of formal education, basis for learner 
autonomy is taking responsibility for one’s own 
knowledge

• Development of that autonomy for a learner depends 
on the presence of that sense of responsibility, and in 
perpetual endeavor to understand the matter, how 
and why it’s been thought, and to what degree of 
success

• Effect of the learners autonomy represents absence 
of barriers, so that individual learner can rise above 
the formal learning process and it’s general 
surroundings
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Origin of the autonomy term

• Work of Henry Holec (1979), presents the 

example of learner’s autonomy for adults 

• As his starting point, Holec argues that the 

aim of education of an adult learner should 

serve as a preparation for partaking actively 

in democratic processes.   
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Holec

• The role of education is to be an instrument 

for awareness and freedom of a person, and 

in some cases an instrument for changing 

the environment

• We start shifting from the idea of a person 

as a “product of his or her own society”, 

toward the idea of a man as a “creator of 

society”.  
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Successful learners are autonomous 

learners

• In the context of formal education, the most 
successful learners are autonomous,  as explained by 
David Little. Accordingly, those are, (1) the ones who 
take responsibility for their own learning, (2) the ones 
who reflect upon on what, why and with what level of 
success are they studying, and (3) the ones whose 
studying is completely integrated with their 
personality. 

• In other words, all successful learners and researchers 
fit into this informal definition of Learner Autonomy. 
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Learner Autonomy in East-

Asian Tradition 

• Chu Hsi, Philosopher, Sung Dynasty (12th century): 

• “If you have any doubts, think it  out for yourself. Do not rely on others for explanation. If 

there weren’t anyone to ask, would that mean that you should stop  learning? If you could get 

rid of the habit of relying upon others, you could advance in the learning process on your 

own.”
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Chu Hsi 朱熹
18 October, 1130 – 23 April, 1200.
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David Sutcliffe
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Kurt Hahn   (1886 – 1974)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kurt_Hahn_-_Plaque.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kurt_Hahn_-_Plaque.jpg
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United World College of the Adriatic
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United World College of the Atlantic



Oriental Studies: Department for Japanese 

Language, Literature and Culture

Example of blended learning
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Conducting a blended learning 

class

• At the University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philology, Moodle 

platform is used as an essential tool for putting this form of 

teaching/learning activity into practice 

• All the data is protected by access password, students log in 

with unique credentials (username and password)

• All  activities are monitored: 
• time spent on the course Moodle Group

• frequency of access to the shared materials

• points for attendance, submitted tasks, tests and examination results are available only 

personally, and to each student individually 
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Example of various activities 

• Sharing lecture notes in  the form of audio, video or text format

• Submitting papers, presentations, homework assignments, essays etc. 

• Choosing topic for essays or presentations with the voting option

• Submitting suggestions for some additional activities to be included in 
the class, such as including topics that are related to the matter and 
students find them very useful and interesting to be discussed during the 
final, concluding class of the Course, time permitting

• Taking the tests and exams online, in one of the computer classrooms at 
the Faculty of Philology, and receiving results automatically, along with 
the sum of points for the course at the end of semester



Activities: Submitting assignments, taking the test, exchanging the notes 
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Choosing topic for essay, where all the data is accessible to students, 

so they are able to form groups, and finish the assignment as a group activity. 

Horizontally, there are listed topics, and vertically are listed students names 

and number of student for each topic
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Autonomous learning 

through textbooks
• Through the example of a lesson in the Kanji textbook, we shall see a 

way in which students can be encouraged to do autonomous work and 

study.

• The lesson primarily familiarizes students with the ideographs that will 

be dealt with. 

• Following this, listed in order are: a translation, other ways of writing 

the ideographs in calligraphic styles, on- and kun-readings, as well as 

the basic meaning of the ideographs. 

• After that, the order of strokes in which the ideographs are written is 

given. The main part of the lesson comprises associative and visual 

representations of the meaning of the ideograph. 

• This is most often an association that is directly related to the meaning 

of either the ideograph or the grapheme. 
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Role of Blended learning 

• Students take active part in their education and learning 

process

• Students are encouraged to share with other colleagues: their 

notes, ideas and interesting materials

• Role of the teacher in this environment has shifted from 

traditional one to the role of a facilitator, who is guiding 

students toward the path of a better self-awareness within 

the high-education process
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Conclusion
• With the process of technological advancement, it is 

inevitable to incorporate these changes in the process of 

education at every level 

• The new technologies not only dictate new activities, but 

also new curricula that should be designed to support the 

autonomous nature of learning  

• This gives rise to the New Paradigm of Education in the 21st

Century, promoting life-long learning, life-long adaptation 

to new technologies and new challenges at the workplace as 

well as an increasingly important process of democratization 

of our societies 
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