Shantha Sinha

Personal Data


Nationality   :      Indian


Date of Birth:      7 January 1950 


Address

     :      3 A Entrenchment Road, Marredpally, Secunderabad 500026. 

      Residential   :      C II/97 Motibag, New Delhi

        Email          :     shanthasinha@yahoo.com
Educational Background

1972
M. A. Political Science, Osmania University, India


1976
Ph. D. Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Employment/Professional Background

1979 to-Date
University of Hyderabad, Faculty member, Dept of Political Science

 
Since 1993 
- 
Professor, Department of Political Science

1994-2000  - 
Chairperson, Department of Political Science

2002-2005 -        Chairperson- Committee on Sexual Harassment, UoH


1986-1990
-     
Founder Member-Secretary and Director, Shramik Vidyapeet UoH


  1981-2007        -
Founder Secretary Trustee, MV Foundation, Andhra Pradesh, 
       2007 to date     -
Chairperson, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
Honors/Awards
     2003        Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership
1999 Rotary India Award on Elimination of Child Labour, Rotary Awards for service to Humanity (India) Trust

1998 Padmashri, Government of India for meritorious contribution to Social work, Govt. of India
1998 Albert Shankar International Award, Education International in recognition of outstanding personal contribution for education, at Washington D.C.

Publications

Articles:

Published articles on issues relating to child rights, child labour and right to education in several academic and non-academic journals, books and newspapers.
Membership
Chairperson-UGC Standing Committee on Women’s Studies- 2008 to date
Member, General Council, National Literacy Mission-2008 to date

Member, Central Advisory Board for Education (CABE) -2005 & 2008 to date
Chairperson, National Curriculum Framework for Adult , Govt of India 2010
Member, National Steering Committee, NCERT-2005

Chairperson, National Focus Group on ‘Systemic Reforms in Curriculum Change’ (NCERT) -2005

Member, National Resource Group (NRG) for Education Guarantee Scheme and Alternative and Innovative Education (EGS&AIE) under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India-2005

Member, Board, Sardar Vallabhai Patel National Police Academy, Govt. of India, Ministry of Home Affairs) - 2004
Member-Managing Body, Indian Red Cross Society-2003 
Member, Executive Committee, National Institute of Rural Development, Govt. of India-1999-2002
Member, Sub Committee on Women and Child Labour, National Labour Commission, Ministry of Labor, Govt. of India, 2001
Member, Grants in Aid Committee, Ministry of Human Resource Development-2000
Life Trustee, Andhra Mahila Sabha and also on the Board of several NGOs
As Chairperson NCPCR

Since its inception in March 2007, have been involved in setting up the office and procedures, reviewing existing laws related to children, addressing complaints of violations of child rights and advocating for improved policies, laws, programmes and budgets for children. 

Worked through the setting up of expert working groups on specific issues, convening meetings and conferences with governments, civil society and international organisations, making field visits, conducting public hearings, supporting research studies and so on.
 The following are some of the key issues that were addressed:

1. Children affected by conflict/civil unrest – rights of children living in camps for internally displaced people (IDPs) and in areas which are affected by naxal-related violence have been taken up with state governments – programmes for children have been started in these places – Chhattisgarh, Tripura, Assam, Bihar,  Andhra Pradesh, Orissa are the states where the Commission intervened.

2. Corporal Punishment – Many individual complaints on corporal punishment in schools dealt with, guidelines on corporal punishment issued to governments in all states and UTs up to the district level.

3. Child Health – Areas of high levels of malnutrition and infant deaths were visited and public hearings were held, based on which governments were given suggestions to improve the conditions of children.

4. Right to Education – NCPCR has been assigned the task of monitoring the implementation of ‘Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009’. In this regard started the process for setting up of a Special Cell in NCPCR to monitor access to education under RTE Act 2009 and holding meetings with State level officials on RTE. 

5. Child Labour- monitored inter State trafficking of child labour especially between Rajasthan and Gujarat, established protocols for rescue and rehabilitation of child labour, prepared action plan for abolition of child labour in NCTDelhi on directives of Delhi High Court,  drafted amendment to the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act,1986 to bring it in sync with the right to education.
6. Juvenile Justice-monitored juvenile justice system in the country, prepared report for reforms in the system and involved in recommending measures for improvement of the institutional care through the Delhi High Court.
7. Other – The following issues were also taken up children in TV reality shows, sex-selective abortions, rights of OVC affected and infected with HIV and AIDS, and rights of children with disabilities. 

Further, in order to take up all the different rights of children as mandated by the CPCR Act, co-ordinated with different ministries such as women and child development, HRD, labour, tribal affairs, social justice, panchayat raj, law, home and so on. 

Other Information

2007-10     As Chairperson NCPCR represented Govt of India in International Seminars   mainly hosted by UN and UN related agencies and chaired the meetings of the Global Network of Ombudspersons.
2005 
Addressed ‘Expert Hearing on Child Labour’ Committee on Development,     European Parliament, Brussels
2004 
 Organized International Conference on ’Child Labor and Education’, in Hyderabad with 150 delegates from UNICEF, UNDP, European Parliament, ILO, and 39 countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, Europe and USA and 6000 participants representing government and NGOs in India.

2003  
 Addressed Session on ‘Europe for Education’ Committee on Development, European Parliament, Brussels


2002           Addressed ‘Third Working Group- Education for All’ UNESCO, Paris
2001 

Addressed as a Panelist, Third Substantive Session of the Preparatory Committee for the     Special Session of the General Assembly on Children, United Nations, New York

As Secretary-Trustee of the M.V.Foundation, involved in programmes for elimination of child labour through universalisation of elementary education in Andhra Pradesh covering more than 6000 villages. Believing in the non-negotiable principle that ‘no child must work and every child must attend full time formal day school’ school, about 600,000 children in 5-14 years age have been withdrawn from child labour by MVFoundation, in last two decades. Over 1000 villages have been freed of child labour and government schools have been strengthened with retention of 99% of all children in schools. MVF is also providing technical support to the Department of Education in Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Bihar and Chattisgarh and to a couple of NGOs in Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, West Bengal and so on in India . It is also giving technical support to NGO’s in Ethiopia, Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, and Zimbabwe, Morocco in Africa, and Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica in Central America. It is actively involved in the global ‘Stop Child Labour Campaign’. 
Conducted evaluation studies of several NGOs in the country, and a team member of several Fact –finding committees on Human Rights issues.

