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RESTORING THE ORDER OF CARE 
The Role of Human Relationships in Individual 

and Social Development 



ENHEDUANNA 2285–2250 BCE 
ENHEDUANNA IS THE EARLIEST AUTHOR AND POET IN THE WORLD THAT 

HISTORY KNOWS BY NAME 

THE SUMERIAN TEMPLE HYMNS: 'NIN-ME-SAR-RA‘- THE EXALTATION OF 

INANNA 



INANNA  - GODDESS OF INFINITE VARIETY 
LADY WHO ASCENDS INTO HEAVENS BY DESCENDING INTO THE UNDERWORLD 
PARADOXES 
CORRESPONDENCES 
CONTINUUM 
RELATIONSHIPS 



WHAT KIND OF A HUMAN BEING DOES IT TAKE, WILL IT TAKE TO SUSTAIN BUT 

ALSO TO RE-IMAGE AND RE-CREATE THE SELF AND THE WORLD?  

 

WHAT KIND OF HUMAN BEING DO WE NEED TO BE AND BECOME IN ORDER 

TO SUSTAIN OURSELVES IN THE AGE OF PARADOXES? 

 

 This course examines social evolution of human individuality, in its ingenuity, 
creative potential, exquisite individuality and charisma, politico-aesthetic 
subjectivity, conscious and conscientious leadership, re-generating, re-
vitalizing, re-inventing, and imaginative capacities – the microcosm of a 
human individual.  

 The inquiry always keeps in mind the relational nature of individuality – the 
correlation between the micro and macro scale – the co-creative 
relationship among individuals, individuals and their environment as well as 
the human embodied and embedded system within the greater cosmic 
system.  

 In the context of the present historical moment, we are facing internal and 
external crises that nudge us toward the limits of our capacities to re-imagine 
and re-vitalize ourselves and, yet, this historical moment can be seen, 
experienced, and engaged as a moment of kairos – the most opportune 
time for self-transformation.  



WHO AND HOW DO WE NEED TO BE AND BECOME? 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

 1. Points of View and Approaches – interdisciplinary approach  

 Interconnectedness of Being / Interconnectedness of Perspectives / 
Interconnectedness of Disciplines  

 Philosophy  

 Social Science  

 Psychology 

 Humanities  

 Neuroscience  

 Quantum and Theoretical Physics  

 Theoretical Biology   

 Political Theory  

 Activism 

 2. State of Affairs and State of Being 

 3. Consequences and Opportunities 
 



“ 

” 

IN FACT, IT MIGHT BE THAT WHAT IS HAPPENING TO US IS JUST 

ANOTHER SORT OF “COPERNICAN REVOLUTION” (. . .) OF 

‘SOCIAL BEING’ (. . .).                                                                 

JEAN-LUC NANCY: BEING SINGULAR PLURAL, 2000.  
Present historical moment as kairos - particularly fortuitous moment for 
expansion out of crises; the most opportune time beside and within the 
chronological time for transformation and evolution 

Solidarity in the common world is for Jean-Luc Nancy much more than 
reaching out – it is constitutive of subjectivity in that a being is always a “being-
with-one-another” (être-avec or être-les-uns-avec-les-autres) 

“The plurality of beings is at the foundation of Being”  

Maurice Blanchot, Jacques Derrida, Giorgio Agamben - the question of 
community, hospitality, friendship, and the question of the other extended to 
the question of animal life form and our relationship to it 

BEING FOR ANOTHER – What am I to you? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THICH NHAT HANH – INTERBEING 
INTERBEING: FOURTEEN GUIDELINES FOR ENGAGED BUDDHISM, 1999. 

 

FRITJOF CAPRA: INTERCONNECTEDNESS, THE WEB OF LIFE 
THE WEB OF LIFE: A NEW SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF LIVING SYSTEMS BY 

FRITJOF CAPRA, 1997. 

THE TAO OF PHYSICS: AN EXPLORATION OF THE PARALLELS BETWEEN 

MODERN PHYSICS AND EASTERN MYSTICISM, 2010.  

 

JOANNA MACY: MUTUAL CAUSALITY 
MUTUAL CAUSALITY IN BUDDHISM AND GENERAL SYSTEMS THEORY: THE 

DHARMA OF NATURAL SYSTEMS, 1991.  

WORLD AS LOVER, WORLD AS SELF: COURAGE FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE AND 

ECOLOGICAL RENEWAL, 2007.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HUBERT HERMANS: DIALOGICAL SELF  
WITH AGNIESZKA HERMANS-KONOPKA. DIALOGICAL SELF THEORY: 

POSITIONING AND COUNTER-POSITIONING IN A GLOBALIZING SOCIETY. 

CAMBRIDGE: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2010.  

 
DANIEL GOLEMAN: EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE: THE NEW SCIENCE OF SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, 2006.  

 

 

 
Narrativization of the self as identity formation originates in the other 
and resides with the other. Aesthetics and politics, as means of 

representation artistic and political, are determined the way we 

appear to each other.  

We are wired to connect. Our neural pathways are malleable and 
influenced by our relationships. Emotions of others have deep 

biological impact on us.  



 

 

 
RELATIONSHIPS:  

1. TO ONE’S BODY 

      PERMANENT IMPERMANENCE OF THE BODY 

2.   TO THE SELF 

3. TO ANOTHER / OTHER 

4. TO OTHER LIFE FORMS 

5. TO ONE’S PAST AND PAST GENERATIONS 

6. TO ONE’S FUTURE AND FUTURE GENERATIONS  

 (7 GENERATIONS OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONS) 

7.  TO ONE’S ENVIRONMENT 

8. TO ONE’S PLANET 

9. TO THE UNIVERSE 

 

PARADOX, CORRELATIONS, CONTINUUM, RELATIONSHIPS 
SYSTEMIC ASPECTS TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 

RESTORE THE ORDER OF CARE IN ALL OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS AND ALONG THE SE LINES OF SYSTEMIC 

RELATIONSHIPS 

 

 

 



 

 

WHAT KIND OF NEW MODEL CAN WE CREATE TO ALLLEVIATE 

THE DAMAGING EFFECTS OF THE ORDER OF OVERPOWERING? 

 

SHARED VULNERABILITIES 

DESIRE TO FEEL BETTER 
COUNTERING FEAR AND DISTRACTION  

 

 

 

 

CO-CREATION 

ADDING VALUE BY SHARING 

PERSONAL SCOPE OF INFLUENCE 

EACH PERSON AS A NETWORK OF INFLUENCE IN ONESELF – CREATION AND CO-CREATION OF A  

CULTURE OF CARE STARTS FROM THE ONE THAT KNOWS AND FEELS THAT IS 

ON IS MANY (CONSCIOUS AND CONSCIENCIOUS LIVING) 

YOUR LIFE IS GREAT TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH YOU MAKE THE LIVES OF 

OTHERS GREATER. 

 



How can we cultivate in ourselves, in others, and in the way we 

relate to the other belief in the evolving well-being and a sense 

of greater safety and connectedness while refining all of 

resources for the betterment of our individual condition as it 

intertwines with our collective?  

 

Toward such sense of responsible interconnectedness, 

continued transformational education leads by fine-tuning us 

into sympathetic vibration.  

 

Such vision traces our individual growth from the struggling 

survivors to political subjects to self-governing individuals, and 

into the co-creators as we rise along the consciousness and 

conscientiousness scale of our own capacities and 

responsibilities to ourselves, each other, our planet and beyond. 


